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From the Editor 
Suze Hart 

For those of you who don’t know me, I am Su-
sannah Hart, a GUE Tech 1 DIVER from Hamp-
shire and the newest member of the Wetnotes 
team. 

Firstly, thank you to the Wetnotes team for being 
so welcoming and giving me the honour of being 
guest editor for this, my first issue – it will teach 
me to make sure I turn up for meetings in future! 
In all seriousness, I am thrilled to be part of the 
team and to share with you, in the depths of Win-
ter, a thoroughly interesting and entertaining 
read in the form of the last edition of Wetnotes of 
2014! 

Even though we have had some of the worst viz 
reports this year people still got out diving, set up 
new projects, advanced their diving and went ex-
ploring. 

As a relatively new GUE diver myself, having 
learnt to dive and instruct the PADI way, it is al-
ways interesting to hear how people become 
aware of and get involved with GUE. Anke Otto 
shares with us her diving journey, which has 
taken her all over the world – but she still be-
lieves the South Coast is the place to be. 

The South Coast is the setting for two of our 
other contributors’ explorations. Rich Walker up-
dates us on the progression of Project Tiger  – a 
project that I had the privilege to take part in this 
year. A really fascinating piece of history and to 
see it first hand after attending Rich’s talks over 
the last couple of years was truly amazing.  

Mark Hall on the other hand regales us with his 
account of searching for and locating what lay 
beneath some 10m of water off Slapton Sands 
after being given some marks that needed fur-
ther investigation – believe me, you will never 
guess! 

A little further afield, John Kendall joins the 
GUE/Project Baseline Global Expedition aboard 
the Pacific Provider, exploring dive sites all 
around the islands of Panarea and Capistello, off 
the coast of Italy. If you have ever wondered 
about how to raise 2000 year old Greek artefacts 
from 110m without breaking them, or yourself, 
then you will love John’s enthralling account of 
his trip. A thoroughly enjoyable read and did I 
mention there was a submarine too…. 

As GUE divers we know and understand the 
value of training and experience before taking on 
new challenges. GUE Instructor James Sander-
son tells us of his time as a student again on both 
Tech 1+ and DPV 1 courses. Apparently, you do 
not just pull the trigger and go! 

Just before I go, don’t forget to check out the 
What’s On page – time to plan your diving for 
next year – there is loads to get involved with and 
if you are inspired to write about any of your ad-
ventures, home or away then please let us know. 

Safe diving 

Suze 
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Wreck Exploration 
Mark Hall 

It was mid-May, and I received an email from 
Richard Walker.  It was addressed to myself 
and about half a dozen other divers in the 
South West.  Rich told us he had a mission for 
us.  He had somehow acquired a set of marks 
for an unknown target that desperately needed 
investigating. 
 
Intrigued, I read on. 
 
The marks, he told us, had come about due to 
his work on Project Tiger and were for a rela-
tively small object in around 10m of water off 
Slapton Sands.  He needed us to form a team 
and go dive the marks to see what it was. 
 
Now to me this sounded like fun, certainly 
much more interesting than another dip in 
Vobster Quay.  My brain was already thinking 
of tanks or some other important find relating 
to the war.  I was keen to get involved and I 
obviously wasn't the only one because within 
a couple of hours several others had emailed 
to say they were in.  In fact I was one of the 
last to reply because I was already off re-
searching the area. 
 
So the beginnings of a team were formed and 
we started talking dates and putting a plan to-
gether of how we were going to get this done.  
And that's where things started getting a bit 
silly.  You see Rich had mentioned that the 
marks were "just off Slapton Sands" and might 
be swimmable.  In actual fact, it was about 
200m or more off the beach, so people started 
talking about using scooters to get there.   Now 
to me the idea of trying to hit a GPS mark 
200m off the beach with a scooter while trying 
to take into account current and probably poor 
viz seemed a tad optimistic.  I mean, it's not 
uncommon for skippers to miss entire wrecks 
from a hard boat fitted with expensive GPS 
and sonar equipment, and we were hoping to 
swim out from a beach to an unknown mark 
that's about 5m by 3m!  
 
It was around this time that I twigged why Rich 
had included me on the list of divers he asked 
to help with this project.  You see, as the diving 
officer of a dive club, I have access to a boat 
that just so happened to have just been fitted 
with a nice new side scan sonar that needed 
testing.   That Richard Walker bloke isn't as 
daft as he looks! 
 
So, a quick email to other members of our 
club's committee and I have the go ahead to 

use the club dive 
boat and another diver from the club to join 
the team to help out as skipper for the day. 
 
The team was complete.  We now had a multi-
agency team of 5 divers, a boat, a Facebook 
group and (after numerous emails and a 
spreadsheet or 2) a date set for Friday 30th 
May. 
 
Over the next few days I investigated where 
we'd launch the boat and the best option 
turned out to be a slipway in Dartmouth.  This 
wasn't somewhere we'd launched before, but 
turned out to be quite a convenient slipway as 
long as you avoided getting hit by the ferry as 
it shuttled cars across the river. 
 
Thoughts then turned to what time slack water 
would be, which left us with a bit of an issue.  
We obviously wanted to dive when there was 
as little current as possible but as this wasn't a 
dive on a known mark we had no idea when 
slack water would occur.  I was just getting the 
admiralty charts out and reminding myself how 
to use the tidal diamonds when another mem-
ber of the team, Marcus Rose, saved me the 
effort.  You see Marcus has a friend at work 
that just so happens to be a Submarine Navi-
gator so we left him to come up with a dive 
time.  As turned out I should have used the 
charts! 

http://www.gue-uk.com/
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Finally the day arrived and Fred Nunn, myself 
and Christine Grosart collected the boat and 
towed it from Bristol down to Dartmouth where 
were met up with Marcus and Gareth Lock. 
 
We launched and took the boat along the 
coast to the marks and started looking for 
something on the sonar.  This is where the new 
side-scan sonar came in really handy, as the 
exact marks Richard had been given showed 
nothing at all.  If we had swum out from shore 
and somehow managed to get exactly to 
the GPS co-ordinates given we’d have 
found nothing.  But within 10 mins of trawl-
ing around with the sonar we located what 
we were looking for just 20m or so away. 
 
On the screen of the sonar it looked great.  
A clean object, standing about 3m proud 
of the sandy seabed.  There was definitely 
something there and we were starting to 
get excited to dive down and take a look. 
 
I was sure it was a tank! 
 
We decided we'd dive in 2 groups.  Myself, 
Marcus and Gareth would dive first while 
Christine and Fred stayed on the boat.  At 
just 10m deep, we would have plenty of 
time to check out what was down there, 
and the plan was for Gareth to take pho-
tos. We kitted up and got in the water. 
 
What was immediately obviously was 
that the current was running like a train.  
So much for the Submarine Navigator!  
What was also quite obvious was the viz, 
or lack of it.  
 
Anyway, we descended the shot line 
and as we got close the seabed what we 
were looking for came into view.  I was, I admit, 
quite excited at this stage.  I could see the tar-
get and it was metal.  I could see that we'd 
managed to put the shot weight exactly on top 
of the target.  I could see what looked like 
wheels of some kind. 
 
I was sure it was a tank!  But it wasn't. 
 
We reached the target, fighting the current and 
had a closer look.  I swam around to one of the 
wheels and found a badge and wiped it with 
my hand.  It said "KIA".  Bugger. 
 
It wasn't a tank.  It was a car. And not a very 
old car, probably a few years old. After a few 
minutes we called it quits and ended the dive.  
We did a whole 5 minutes at 10m.  Unsurpris-
ingly, Christine and Fred decided not to bother 

diving at all so we headed back in to the slip-
way, recovered the boat and headed home. 
 
So was it all a big waste of time?  No.  We did 
what we set out to do which was to identify 
what was there. Sure we'd have preferred it if 
it was something more interesting than a car 
but that's exploration for you.  You never know.  
Next time it might be a tank! 

http://www.gue-uk.com/
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What’s on  
 
6-8th February 2015 International Techmeeting 

Missed out on getting your tickets for the now sold out International 
Shipwreck Conference in Plymouth? There is a suitable alternative 
in the Bratislava Slovak Republic. The International Techmeeting is 
being held from Friday 6th to Sunday 8th February 2015 
(www.techmeeting.eu) with tickets now available online for €60. 
Speakers include freediver Herbert Nitsch, Michael Waldbrenner 
from the EKKP, cave explorer Brett Hemphill, Kubi dryglove inven-
tor Peter Kubicka and wreck photographer Vic Verlinden. All talks 
will be interpreted simultaneously from English to Slovak and visa 
versa. 
 

24-25th May 2015 TEC Camp for GUE divers 
Krnica - Rabac Croatia 
http://www.tec-diving-camp.com/ 
 

28-30th May 2015 Documentation contest for GUE divers 
Krnica - Rabac Croatia 
Goal: Each national team will document one shipwreck randomly 
chosen 
Mission: Victory 
http://www.documentation-contest.com/ 
 

13-14th June 2015  
 

GUE-UK Portland Fundies Weekend. 
Scimitar Diving   
The trip is currently full, but contact Liam Colleran for more infor-
mation or to be put on the reserve list. 
https://www.facebook.com/events/564324120367754/ 
 

11-12th July 2015  
 

GUE-UK Plymouth Tech 1 Weekend 
Southwest Diving 
There are currently two boats available for this weekend. 
Contact Stew Wareing for more information. 
https://www.facebook.com/events/762309427122791/ 
https://www.facebook.com/events/331295003687243/  
 

8-9th August 2015 
 

GUE-UK Portland Tech 1 Weekend. 
Scimitar Diving 
There are still spaces available for this trip. Contact Liam Colleran 
for more information. 
https://www.facebook.com/events/555298821241648/ 
 

22-23rd August 2015 
 

2015 GUE-UK Eastbourne Fundies Weekend 
Dive 125 
Three to four wrecks in the 20-30m range. Contact Ian McDean for 
more information. 
https://www.facebook.com/events/555298821241648/  
 

2-9th October 2015 
 

Red Sea Liveaboard 
Red Sea Explorers on the M/V Nouran and M/V Tala 
The plan is for the liveaboard to do the Northern Wrecks and Broth-
ers.  Please contact Gareth Lock for more information. 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1442011276083504/ 
 

3-10th October 2015 
 

Scapa Flow, Scotland 
M/V Invicible 
Contact Rebecca Smith for more information on this trip. 
https://www.facebook.com/events/1535956536616320/ 
 

 

http://www.gue-uk.com/
http://www.techmeeting.eu/
http://www.tec-diving-camp.com/
http://www.documentation-contest.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/564324120367754/
https://www.facebook.com/events/762309427122791/
https://www.facebook.com/events/331295003687243/
https://www.facebook.com/events/555298821241648/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1442011276083504/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1535956536616320/
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GUE Course reports DPV1 & T1+ 
(A.K.A Badger decides to go back to school!) 

James Sanderson 

 
The number of classes in the GUE recrea-
tional and technical curriculum has evolved 
over the last few years, and this has included 
the addition of a number of new classes, in-
cluding the GUE DPV 1 and GUE Tec 1+ 
courses. 
 
I was lucky enough to take both of these ex-
cellent but sometimes overlooked GUE 
courses so I thought I would share my experi-
ences and give an ‘insiders’ view as both a stu-
dent and instructor! 
 
As both an instructor and a diver I believe in 
the importance of continuing to develop my 
own skills and experience (in fact standards 
require it). This not only enables me to have 
more fun when diving with my regular buddies, 
but it also allows me to bring more skills and 
experience to my students when they are on 
GUE courses with me. 
 
So at the beginning of last year I looked at the 
sort of diving I wanted to do. This included 
some of the wrecks that lie deeper than 50m, 
so I knew that I would need to have a solid skill 
set in place to get the best out of them. I felt 
that with 50 or so dives in the 40-50m range 
since my Tec 1 I was ready to look at more 
flexibility with regards bottom time and deco. If 
I were also going to be diving multiple stages 
then using a DPV (or scooter) would make that 
an awful lot easier, and more fun! 
 
From a gas and deco perspective the obvious 
choice of GUE courses at this point would be 
Tec 2 and the huge flexibility it offers, however, 
other commitments meant that Tec 2 is unfor-
tunately a plan for 2015. 
 
So I started looking further at the options that 
Tec 1+ would give me. In essence, it is a 2 day 
upgrade to Tec 1 to extend the depth to 54m 
and 40 minutes of adjusted decompression, 
the main difference is the introduction of a bot-
tom stage.  21/35 & 18/45 are still the standard 
back gasses and either 50% or 100% O2 for 
the deco gas. The two days includes an aca-
demic review looking at gas planning and as-
cents, then a day of failure scenarios and an 
experience dive. 
 
Now 40 minutes of decompression is really the 
maximum you would want to incur without the 
option of a second deco gas, but the addition 
of a bottom stage means that two, more con-
servative dives, can be done with the same set 
of back gas. For me this is a bigger attraction 
than simply the ability to extend a deco obliga-
tion and makes diving in the 30-45m range 

with a stage of 21/35 and minimal use of back 
gas very economical (relatively speaking!) 
 
So I was happy that the benefits such as in-
creased exposure and gas flexibility in both 
the recreational and technical ranges were 
worth it. I also felt that developing my comfort 
with multiple stages would also benefit me with 
Cave 2 soon and Tech 2 next year. It was also 
a great opportunity to have a critical eye on my 
gas diving skills from technical instructor Gra-
ham Blackmore. Now, there is some discus-
sion happening over the structure of the ‘+’ up-
grades (Tec 2 has one as well) so it may not 
be the best course for you, but I strongly rec-
ommend chatting to one of the technical in-
structors about it as it is two days very well 
spent. 
 
The decision to look at DPV 1 was driven in 
part by the addition of the bottom stage that 
T1+ gave me, and wanting to minimise work, 
in particular at depth with potentially two 
stages clanking around. Additionally, it was a 
piece of equipment that I have had no real ex-
posure to and they look bloody good fun! So a 
chat with John Kendal put our plan in place. 
 
The DPV 1 class is for non-overhead dives 
and is a 3 day programme (DPV 2 is the cave 
DPV class). The first comment when I say this 
is a 3 day class is “Don’t you just pull the trig-
ger and go?” You should know that in our world 
nothing is quite so simple… 
 
With the first day focusing on gas and battery 
planning and some of the maintenance issues 
of scooters and days 2 and 3 focusing on what 
happens when you are not happily tearing 
along such as ascents, descents, stationary 
handling, emergency drills like towing a 
flooded scooter and integrating the DPV into 
existing GUE procedures such as gas sharing 
and valve drills 3 days just about seems only 
just enough. As with all GUE courses, it John’s 
extensive experience with DPV’s that really 
made the course come alive. 
 
So these two great courses were ways, not 
only of refreshing my own personal dive skills, 
but adding to my skill set and setting me up for 
more fun in the future and are both well worth 
exploring!   
 
Thanks to Neil, Pete, Jon and Marcus for be-
ing great team mates and John and Graham 
for delivering such fun classes.  

http://www.gue-uk.com/
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An interview with Anke Otto 
 
 

 
 
How did you start diving? 
 
I first learned to dive with the sport’s group 
'Hansa' in Hamburg in winter 1983/84. 
This was a branch of the German Association 
of Sport Divers (VDST). It came about to-
tally by chance. At the time I was an active 
member the German Life Saving Association 
(DLRG). During the cold season our branch 
met one evening per week to practice in a local 
pool. That year a diving club used the pool the 
hour after us and at some point asked if we 
fancied doing a skills exchange - we 
would teach lifesaving skills to the divers and 
they would train us to scuba dive. A couple of 
my friends and I jumped at the opportunity and 
volunteered on the spot. 
  
After a few weeks in the pool learning how to 
count the tiles along the length of the 25m pool 
on a single breath, assembling and disassem-
bling equipment, breathing off shiny metal reg-
ulators that made sucking smoothies through 
a straw seem easy, and generally getting a feel 
for moving underwater with no buoyancy com-
pensators, just held down by lumps of home 
cast lead in depths between 0.5 and 2m with-
out breaking the surface, the three of us 
proudly emerged as fledgling snorkel divers 
with Brevet A certificates. 
  
To get our full diving cert we had to do two 
dives in the open water and it was suggested 
we go to a sand quarry by the river Elbe to do 
this in the middle of February. I bravely donned 
the somewhat too large wetsuit one of my 
friends had brought, together with an air bottle, 
regulator and weight belt (we didn't have 
ABLJs back then) and braved the 4 degrees of 
muddy soup with our instructor who had the 
only torch in the group. As we descended we 

soon hit the liquid mud that was the bottom 
and my instructor dropped his torch. It got ra-
ther dark. I waited for him to find the light again 
and we commenced our dive. After surfacing 
he admitted that he was very happy that I had 
not panicked as he had expected me 
to head straight to the surface. The second 
dive he made sure to keep his torch secured 
and we did another round of the muddy pud-
dle. That was me qualified to Brevet B - Equip-
ment Diver then :) 
  
Unfortunately, being still at school and having 
my A levels ahead of me meant I was not in a 
position to actually take up diving as a hobby, 
whilst my working friends used their new qual-
ifications to go diving in the Mediterranean in 
France and Spain. 
  
I started diving again with BSAC when I was 
working in the UK in August 1994 and a col-
league in the office suggested I join the Leeds 
branch with him. 
  
How did you get involved with GUE? 
  
It’s complicated…. My training with BSAC 
started again from scratch including a test, 
treading water with a weight in your hands, 
learning about ABLJs though the club now 
used Buddy BCs etc. I soon remembered most 
of the old skills. I did my first UK open water 
dive in November 1994 and then progressed 
quickly over that winter from Novice to Sport 
Diver motivated by an upcoming club trip to the 
Red Sea in May 1995 that I had every inten-
sion of joining. From then on it was dive, dive, 
dive – mostly wrecks with the Leeds club using 
the club RIBs diving in the Farnes, Anglesey 
and St Abbs, as well as annual trips on livea-
boards to the Sound of Mull, Outer Hebrides, 
St Kilda and Scapa Flow. I visited Scapa Flow 
seven times over a four year period. I pro-
gressed to get my Dive Leader ticket, but soon 
hit the issue that there were not enough skill 
development courses run in the club or lo-
cal region to suit my schedule and I started to 
venture further afield to attend courses in other 
regions and made some good diving contacts 
out there on the way. 
  
I also became active on the old Scuba-UK 
email group and learned about spaces on dive 
trips along the South Coast. I got in contact 
with a chap from Ipswich Research BSAC who 
was organising trips out of Eastbourne on MV 
Taurus and managed to bag a space one 
weekend in Autumn 1996. Unfortunately it was 

http://www.gue-uk.com/
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blown out and I never got to go south that year, 
but was offered spaces the following summer. 
  
In Summer 1997 I got chatting to a buddy pair 
in this group who were diving manifolded twins 
with a rather long hose attached to the primary 
reg oddly looped across the chest and a 
strange back mounted BC they called a wing 
(from OMS at the time with bungees re-
moved). They told me about the internet cave 
diving pages they had been reading about 
from the US and this hogarthian Doing it Right 
way of equipment configuration and what the 
long hose was for etc. A couple of trips later 
the buddy assigned to me that day had an in-
cident running out of air due to a confusing 
number of regs attached to his rig. He refused 
taking air from me and instead fumbled about 
until he found something that gave him air and 
we aborted the dive. It appeared, afterwards, 
that he had jumped in breathing from his three 
litre pony and run out of gas quickly at 35m. 
  
For the next 
dives I bought a 
long hose and 
rigged my 
regs in the hog 
way using my 
single dumpy 12 
and pony. The 
local shop had 
to custom order 
the hoses from 
Apeks for me as 
the lengths were 
non-standard. I 
then had the opportunity to borrow a set of twin 
10s a club mate in Leeds had just purchased 
and soon learnt that 10s were too short for 
me, so I went and bought a new set of twin 
12s. I managed to source a second hand Div-
eRite Classic wing with backplate and followed 
the advice on the internet to line the wing with 
tire inner tube for protection. I changed the 
harness to a single piece one and soon looked 
like a true hog baby. 
  
I did my nitrox ticket in 1997.  On a dive trip to 
Weymouth our boat was moored next to a div-
ing group on Wey Chieftain who all seem to be 
configured in the hog way and we got chatting 
and I soon joined the group on other dives. 
That group was the beginning of DIR-UK. 
  
I did a lot of trips to the South Coast over the 
following years, mostly split between East-
bourne, Dover and Weymouth, diving with a 
variety of different groups and clubs as well as 
the DIR-UK crowd. In 1998 I joined an SAA 
club in Leeds to get more chance of dive trips 
to areas the Leeds BSAC club was reluctant to 

visit. In1999 I did my trimix ticket with TDI so I 
could take part on some of the deeper DIR-
UK dives. 
  
In 2001 I decided to have a go at one of the 
new GUE Cave courses and signed up to do 
Cave 1 with Tamara Kendall in High Springs, 
Florida. The chance to do a tech course also 
presented itself as another DIR-UK diver 
wanted to do one of those the same year so 
we decided to band together and I organised 
a combined trip for myself lasting three 
weeks. The manuals for the tech course was 
just being finalised by JJ and we got a first un-
official draft as PDFs. The class was taught by 
Andrew Georgitsis – an accomplished wreck 
diver from Seattle and then Technical Director 
of GUE. We started our diving out of Fort 
Lauderdale but only managed a couple of 
days before being blown out. So we headed to 
High Springs to complete the course. These 
turned out to be the most stressful days of my 

life, but I learned 
a lot and felt 
much more con-
fident going in-
side wrecks in 
the UK after-
wards. 
  
In the following 
years I did more 
and more trimix 
diving both with 
DIR-UK out of 
Weymouth and 
increasingly with 

a group from Guildford out of Littlehampton. 
The Guildford group had a great bucket list of 
dive places to visit and organised one big dive 
trip each year. I got to visit the wrecks of Truck 
and Coron, Donegal and Narwick. Most in this 
group were using rebreathers. On our UK trips 
we got blown out a lot during the following 
summers. That, together with the rising cost 
of helium, convinced me to buy a KISS re-
breather of my own in 2004 and my ways 
parted from DIR-UK and GUE until 2008. 
  
In 2006 a friend from my old SAA club intro-
duced me to a new diver called Peter 
Ellwood. Pete and I dived on a few club trips 
together and he decided at some point to buy 
a twinset and wing and came to ask my advice. 
I suggested that we should do a GUE Fundies 
class together as I was interested to learn 
about the revised protocols and skills such as 
finning backwards that were being taught then. 
Together with another friend we arranged a 
class at Capernwray with Clare Gledhill in April 
2008. Pete then caused the creation of Team 
Idjit and I joined their exploits on occasions. In 

http://www.gue-uk.com/
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February 2013 Rich Walker was looking for 
guinea pigs for the new GUE Documentation 
Diver course taught by JP Besser. Neil 
Hunter and I decided to volunteer for this and 
spent a very cold week grouping our way 
around Vobster trying to take decent video in 
very limited visibility, but we accepted the 
challenge and muddled through. 
  
Which is your favourite dive site? 
  
My favourite dive site is the SY Strathclyde 
off Dover Western Docks entrance. She 
sank in a collision in 1876 and had a huge 
variety of general cargo. She sits upright in 
around 26m on shingle ground. When we 
first dived her in 2001 she had not long 
been known about and the cargo was still 
largely intact and in neat stacks along the 
gunnel. I found my first porthole there and 
she represents some of my best diving 
trips. 
  
What is your perfect days diving? 
  
A calm, sunny day out on a decent boat in 
the English Channel. 
  
Wrecks, reefs or caves? 
  
Wrecks, wrecks and wrecks… they are 
all a kind of reef or cave anyway. I enjoy 
the mystique, the history and the treas-
ure hunt. There are plenty of incredible 
wrecks all around Britain. Why travel a long 
way when the most fantastic diving is only a 
short drive away?  I do like the occasional trip 
to the warm waters of the Red Sea, but get 
bored just diving reefs, so it is usually the 
northern tour you’d find me on. 
  
What advice would you give to anyone 
sceptical about taking a GUE class? 
  
Try one before you judge it. GUE UK is very 
supportive and much more approachable than 
you might expect. 
  

Where do 
you see your diving going in the future? 
  
My diving has been in decline over the last 
three years due to life getting in the way as 
well as due to injury of an ankle tendon making 
it difficult to walk or stand in heavy gear. I have 
slowly been building up my diving again this 
year and am hoping to get back into the swing 
of it. I have been diving open circuit again as it 
is just easier at the moment. 
 
Many thanks to Anke for this wonderful interview. 
CSG. 
 
  

http://www.gue-uk.com/
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EUROTEK.2014 
Rosemary E Lunn 
 

EUROTEK, the European biennial advanced 
and technical diving conference (www.eu-

rotek.uk.com), celebrated its fourth birthday in 
September. 500 divers from across the globe 
flocked to The ICC in Birmingham to exchange 
ideas, meet new divers and hear 28 interna-
tionally known experts and explorers deliver 
40 different talks during this twoday 
event. Associate Professor Simon Mitchell had 
a busy EUROTEK. He gave two keynote 
presentations, was the guest after dinner 
speaker at the Gala Dinner, and won a EU-
ROTEK award. 
Brand new talks are often unveiled at EU-
ROTEK and this event was no different. Dr 
Mitchell shared two pieces of rather exciting 
new research with the delegates. His first talk 
was a much anticipated presentation on the ef-
fectiveness of the five minute prebreathe, that 
rebreather divers undertake before diving. The 
question posed was whether this timeframe al-
lows the diver to recognise elevated carbon di-
oxide levels in the scrubber. This has been a 
controversial subject and Dr Mitchell along 
with Dr Neal Pollock, a research associate at 
the Center for Hyperbaric Medicine and Envi-
ronmental Physiology at Duke University Med-
ical Center in the USA, de-
vised a study comprising 
of three scenarios. 
This was con-
ducted at the 

University of Auckland earlier this year. 
 
The scenarios were; 
 a standard AP Evo Plus rebreather as-

sembled correctly but the scrubber did not 
contain any dive sorb 

 a standard AP Evo Plus rebreather as-
sembled with the scrubber containing 
sorb, but a key o ring and spacer left out 
to mimic a partial failure of the scrubber 

 a standard AP Evo Plus rebreather as-
sembled correctly with scrubber, dive sorb 
and all components in place The re-
breather was then set up in the laboratory 
so that a number of key physiological 
measurements could be taken during 
each prebreathe trial; pulse rate, breath-
ing rate, tidal volume (the volume of each 
breath), minute volume (the volume of gas 
moved in and out of the lungs each mi-
nute), the inspired PCO2 and the end tidal 
PCO2. The breathing resistance was 
masked so that the diver subjects would 
not easily detect differences between the 
different scrubber conditions. 

 
 

 
 

 

EuroTek photos by Jason Brown Bardophotographic.com 

http://www.gue-uk.com/
http://www.eurotek.uk.com/
http://www.eurotek.uk.com/
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Each of 30 subjects completed two of the three 
conditions. They were not told how the re-
breather had been set up, just that if they felt 
any symptoms of CO2 toxicity they should 
come off the loop immediately. Each was then 
instructed to conduct their prebreathe as per 
training 
recommendations they sat quietly at rest with 
their nose blocked.  
 
This study is currently in review for publication 
in a medical journal, so few details can be pro-
vided here. I am able to report that the re-
search team did observe that a number of sub-
jects did not terminate the prebreathe during 
the partial scrubber failure, or even when 
no scrubber was present, in some cases 
despite exhibiting fairly clear symptoms of 
respiratory distress.  
 
While the prebreathe may not be effective 
at reliably identifying CO2 issues, the re-
searchers do not advocate that it be 
scrapped completely. Dr Mitchell reported, 
"the prebreathe gives the user the oppor-
tunity to ensure that other systems (like the 
oxygen controller) are working correctly. 
But it does not need to be five minutes long 
in the belief that this allows detection of 
problems with the CO2 scrub-
ber."  
 
Oxygen sensors proved to be 
a hot topic during EU-
ROTEK.2014. Simon Mitchell 
also chaired a session on ox-
ygen sensors presented by 
John Lamb of Vandagraph 
and Paul Raymaekers from 
rEvo Rebreathers. However 
it is not often that you hear 
first hand what happens 
when oxygen sensors fail 
during a dive. The USA 
based National Park Ser-
vice Submerged Re-
sources Center use re-
breathers for extended 
range diving. Dave Conlin, 
Chief of the NPSSRC spoke at 
Rebreather Forum 3 in May 2012 as to why 
the team had adopted rebreathers. “The real 
value of rebreathers is not deep diving at all, 
but staying longer at 20 – 30 metres / 70 – 100 
feet. You can work at those depths nearly all 
day long when the conditions are good. By 
switching from open circuit onto rebreathers 
the NPS diver productivity rate has increased 
by nearly 40%. We gain nearly one day for 
every three days we are in the field.” Just un-
der six month later the NPS Pacific West Re-

gional Director issued this statement on 7th No-
vember 2012. “On Sunday our colleague Dave 
Conlin, of the Submerged Resources Center, 
was seriously injured while diving with his 
team at Lake Mead. Dave was airlifted in criti-
cal condition to University Medical Center in 
Las Vegas. Today, we heard the wonderful 
news that Dave has regained consciousness 
and he is talking. There is still much to be 
learned. The quick actions of Dave's team-
mates particularly SRC intern Jessica Keller 
SRC professionals on the surface, and Lake 
Mead's emergency response team, likely 
saved Dave's life. We will share additional in-
formation as we receive it.” 

 
The promise was kept at EUROTEK.2014. 
Dave Conlin, along with Deputy Chief and 
Photographer Brett Seymour discussed 'Les-
sons Learned in Lake Mead'. During a routine 
training dive to 36 metres / 120 feet, Dave 
Conlin experienced a dual sensor failure. It re-
sulted in a CNS O2 toxicity hit with seizure and 
loss of consciousness approximately 30 
minutes into the dive. Multiple perspectives 
were presented by the casualty (Dave) and the 

http://www.gue-uk.com/
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Incident Manager (Brett), with the session cov-
ering planning, training, equipment manufac-
turer, control interface, physiology, operations 
and the subsequent investigation. What came 
apparent was that despite human factors, the 
NPS has a fairly robust set of rescue guide-
lines. Dave's buddy on the day, Jessica Keller, 
was a pretty new diver, however she followed 
the NPS protocols. If it had not been for her 
purposeful and quick response to the accident, 
Dave would have died. Jessica Kelller has 
subsequently been given an award for her ac-
tions. 
 
The subject of rust was not forgotten and over 
the course of two days, 15 wreck talks were 
presented. When Immi Wallin unveiled what 
was possibly 'the image' of EUROTEK.2014, 
strong echoes of the battleship HMS Victoria 
came to mind. trong echoes of the battleship 
HMS Victoria came to mind. The breathtaking 
yet tragic photo of U745 was revealed in the 
main speaking hall to gasps of wonder. It was 
obvious this submarine had suffered a dra-
matic death. Her bow is impaled in the seabed, 
buried up to the conning tower, with her stern 
pointing skywards to the surface like some 
crazy marine sundial at a 45 degree angle. For 
nearly seventy years the fate of the lost 
Kriegsmarine submarine remained a mystery. 
After a decade of painstaking research and ex-
ploration, the Badewanne Team including 
Immi Wallin and Jouni Polkko finally solved the 
riddle. 
 
During their talk Immi and Jouni spoke about 
the Uboat warfare in the Gulf of Finland, 
mainly 
concentrating on a skirmish that occurred in 
January 1945 between the Finnish mining ship 
Louhi and the Uboats. 
 
Other wreck talks included Steve Lewis and 
Evan Kovacs waxing lyrical about North Amer-
ica's Great Lakes, illustrated by some rather 
luscious 3D images and footage. Closer to 
home Barry McGill explored some of the deep 
wrecks that lie off the coast of North Donegal, 
whilst José Marques and Armando Ribeiro 
spoke about the attempt to locate and dive 
Flight 730, a lost aircraft off Madeira. 
 
GUE was well represented at EUROTEK by 
presentations by Dr Rich Walker and Gareth 
Lock. Rich spoke in the first session on Satur-
day about 'Entry Level Tech Diver' and pro-
vided a useful overview of the steps that a rec-
reational diver should consider. Tips included 
how to find an instructor, self preparation, fac-
tors to consider when setting up diving equip-
ment, when is a good time to move onto a re-
breather and how to pick an agency. Everyone 

who attended his talk left with a memory stick 
with a bunch of useful PDFs on it. The take 
home message from this presentation was "do 
your homework. Have a reason for doing this 
type of diving. Please do not do it because it is 
a 'cool badge' or your friends are doing it. Set 
your goal and then direct your training around 
your goal."  
 
On Sunday Rich Walker pined for the fjords as 
he waxed lyrical about the superb wreck diving 
Narvik has to offer. It was a talk in two parts. 
The first covering the history and battle in 1940 
with the second part of the talk devoted to what 
it is like to dive these chilly waters. Narvik is 
well within the Arctic circle, making it a dream 
destination destination for all temperate water 
wreck fiends. The water temperate helps pre-
serve the wrecks, plus there is a strong en-
forced 'no take' ethos. And depending on when 
you dive during the year, there is the chance 
you may well get joined by Orcas. It is possible 
to get onto the wrecks at 15 metres (loads of 
bottom time) and the local logistics are simple. 
Rich spoke about diving the destroyers and 
orecarriers from local liveaboard Galten. She 
is a retired Swedish Navy diving support ves-
sel that has been specifically fitted out for div-
ing operations throughout the Scandinavian 
winter, ie she benefits from a heated shelter 
deck, making her a great liveaboard for adven-
turous divers. 
 
EUROTEK is also the place to get up to speed 
with the latest equipment and dive centres in 
the 'show and tell' specialist exhibition. Divers 
were able to speak to experienced technicians 
and staff from 33 different international com-
panies without being the given the hard sell. 
Goodies on hand included lights from Ammo-
nite, Deep Ideas, Green Force, Light Monkey 
and Northern Light Scuba. Alleco unveiled 
their underwater tablet, whilst IANTD, PADI 
and TDI were on hand to answer queries and 
advise on future training. The Cave Diving 
Group livened up proceedings by bringing 
along the Wessex Caving Club Squeeze Ma-
chine. Despite it resembling a torture device, a 
nu mber of luminaries queued up to see just 
how big their butt was. 
 
Success and friendship was celebrated on 
Saturday evening at the glittering EUROTEK 
Gala Awards Dinner. The ICC certainly excels 
when it comes to cooking gourmet food and 
the four course gala award dinner was hungrily 
devoured before the raffle was drawn. £4,000 
was raised for the Rubicon Foundation thanks 
to Ammonite, Kent Tooling Diving Products, 
Prism Design, Rod Roddenbury and Rodden-
bury Adventures, Otter Drysuits, Pete Mes-
ley's Lust4Rust and Suex Scooters for being 

http://www.gue-uk.com/
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so thoughtful and generous with their dona-
tions. What is rather exciting to announce is 
that AP Diving and Suex Scooters have al-
ready confirmed that they will be respectively 
donating a fully loaded rebreather and a DPV 
for the EUROTEK.2016 raffle. 
 
The six EUROTEK awards were announced. 
Divers from around the world decide who wins 
and who doesn't, by democratically voting for 
their favourite diving personalities, equipment 
and services.Voting for 2016 awards will be 
going online in due course. This year a new 
award was announced; the 'Discovery' Award. 
This recognises an individual or a team who 
has made significant discoveries in the field of 
advanced or technical diving. Be it a wreck, a 
cave, a new teaching or training technique, or 
a new piece of research.  
 
This inaugural Discovery award was given to 
Associate Professor Simon Mitchell for his 
prolific work to help us understand and safely 
enjoy the underwater realm. He actively gets 
his new discoveries out there by publishing 
and talking about his research, so that divers 
can prepare through proper dive education. 
He has authored or co-authored 206 docu-
ments, including 57 referred scientific journal 
articles; written a number a number of chap-
ters in four books and he sits on three editorial 
boards; the Journal for Extracorporeal Tech-
nology, the Undersea and Hyperbaric Medi-
cine Board, the Diving and Hyperbaric Medi-
cine Board. Simon Mitchell was also the lead 
author on the paper "Recommendations for 
rescue of a submerged unresponsive com-
pressed gas diver". This was published in the 
Undersea and Hyperbaric Medicine journal. 
What was unique about this research, was that 
Simon gained permission for the paper to be 
shared immediately, and for free, with the rec-
reational and technical diving community, and 
it was also presented at EUROTEK.2014. If 
you want to access a free copy of this invalua-
ble paper, log onto The Dive Forum. 
 
The EUROTEK Award for Innovation is given 
to an advanced or technical diving product or 
service, that has enabled others to further their 
diving or made diving safer. This year it was 
given to a company founded in 2004 that 
sought to build an intuitive user interface for 
dive computers and rebreather control sys-
tems. Bruce and Lynn Partridge of Shearwater 
Research understand that divers like being of-
fered reasonable choices on a dive, requiring 
as few button pushes as possible.  
 
They received the award for the NERD and 
Petrel. (What makes their Petrel computer 
unique is 

that the system also incorporates evidence 
based scientific research). 
For the fourth year running, the EUROTEK 
Media award was given to a publication. (This 
award can also be given to an advanced or 
technical diving film, programme or publication 
that has educated, inspired or influenced di-
vers.) 
 
The award winner is not a typical diving book. 
In fact the publication took five years of work. 
It took three years of planning and two years 
of editing. Opinions and advice was given from 
leading experts from around the world includ-
ing manufacturers, training agencies, instruc-
tors and end users. There were contributions 
from doctors, the armed forces, the media, 
NATO, the HSE, and scientific divers. In fact 
all communities who had anything to do with 
this aspect of rebreather diving were involved. 
Today the 'Rebreather Forum 3 Conference 
Proceedings' are available for free for anyone, 
anywhere to download, just follow this link: 
http://bit.ly/1lfhzms 
 
Dr Neal W Pollock, one of the editors of the 
Proceedings received the award on behalf of 
the three editors. 
 
The EUROTEK Outstanding contribution to 
the Industry Award is given to a dedicated in-
dividual who has gone the extra mile in their 
work, and supported the dive industry by de-
veloping and 
contributing to advanced and technical diving. 
Mark Evans, Editor of Sport Diver Magazine 
has lent a huge amount of support to the UK 
diving scene in the last decade. There is no 
denying his overwhelming passion for the 
sport, and it is this impression most people 
take away when meeting him. Sport Diver 
Magazine has brought us features and stories 
not only of great dive sites, but also given us 
details on some of the UK's top manufacturers 
new and exciting products. 
 
Mark Evans has shown support for the indus-
try which goes beyond simple reportage. 
Amongst the many comments received during 
this voting process, this one resonated; “We 
welcome his new approach to writing about 
tech diving. He aims to be inclusive rather ex-
clusive. He goes all out to promote tech diving 
positively and without all the gorey stories. He 
keeps it fresh, fun and photo driven, when the 
other magazines have started to look stale and 
old”. 
 
The fifth EUROTEK Award is the lifetime 
achievement award and it is given in memory 
of EUROTEK cofounder Carl Spencer. This is 

http://www.gue-uk.com/
http://bit.ly/1lfhzms
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given to an individual for their consistent con-
tributions to equipment, discoveries or educa-
tion that have advanced or opened up the field 
of Technical Diving and advanced diving. The 
2014 recipient, Lamar Hires of Dive Rite, has 
made his mark in the community on two fronts; 
equipment and education. 
 
Lamar Hires started diving in 1979. He liked 
diving in springs because it meant he didn't 
have to dive off a boat. It was only a matter of 
time before spring diving became cave diving. 
And in 1984, after five years of cave diving and 
logging over 1,000 dives, he earned his cave 
instructor stripes with the NSSCDS. 
 
His motivation to explore lead him to design 
and develop new equipment and techniques. 
In the USA Lamar was one of the first to use 
side mount techniques to push caves. He used 
this 
knowledge and experience to write the first 
NSSCDS Si demount course in 1985. He is ra-
ther 
surprised at just how side mount diving has 
taken off. “I would have never thought it would 
become the open water diving style it is today.” 
 
He is passionate about cave rescue and re-
covery, and helped produce and star in the 
safety film called “A deceptively easy way to 
die”. Having trained over 650 people to cave 
dive, he is still an active instructor, and contin-
ues to teach rebreather, side mount and cave 
courses. His company is a recognised and re-
spected name throughout the world. He devel-
oped the first back mounted wing specifically 
for carrying a heavy twinset, called 'the Classic 
Wing'. And in the mid 80's he mass produced 
the backplate that is widely used by technical 
divers. In 1992 he worked with SEIKO EPSON 
to develop the first user programmable nitrox 
computer, the “Bridge”. Ten years ago I re-
member him introducing the first combined he-
lium and oxygen analyser. Today it is a normal 
tool for any advanced diver. Back then, this 
was a cutting edge piece of kit. 
 
The final EUROTEK award, the 'Diver of the 
conference', is given to the individual who has 
achieved outstanding milestones within the 
sport of advanced and Technical diving. The 
winner, Jason Mallinson had already dis-
cussed the loneliest cave dive earlier in the 
day when he spoke about the Pozo Azul. He 
started this project in northern Spain in 2001 
and it is now considered to be the longest and 
possibly the most logistically complex cave 
diving penetration in the world. Jason Mallin-
son is known throughout his community for his 
significant exploration of virgin caves, extreme 

penetration, and setting world distance rec-
ords. He has spearheaded numerous explora-
tions worldwide and has a contagious passion 
for both discovery and exploration; he relent-
lessly dives in extreme locations often at the 
bottom of some of the planets deepest caves. 
Key expeditions include the Emergence de 
Ressel in France and Bill Stones three-month 
Long Wakulla II project. In 2004 he was sent 
to Mexico (along with Rick Stanton) to help 
rescue six military personnel who had been 
trapped in a flooded cave for 10 days. As a re-
sult of the success of that rescue he has since 
been called to other countries to deal with 
complex underwater cave incidents.  
 
Planning for EUROTEK.2016 is already un-
derway. If you would like to be considered as 
a speaker, please contact Leigh Bishop; 
leigh@eurotek.uk.com If you wish to be a 
sponsor or exhibitor, please contact Rosemary 
E Lunn; roz@tumc.co.uk 
 
Missed out? Or already a EUROTEK fan? If 
you want to hear exciting diving stories from 
renowned explorers and experts, the date for 
your diary is Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th Oc-
tober 2016 at The ICC, Birmingham, England. 
You don't need to be an ardent techie to attend 
this. Just a diver or instructor hungry to know 
more about diving. Whether you are an enthu-
siastic diver, a hardcore techie, cutting edge 
explorer or simply interested in spicing up your 
diving, you will leave empowered and en-
thused. 

 

http://www.gue-uk.com/
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 Photos below: 
Christine Grosart 
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From the logbook 
 

Baron Gauche , Croatia, 15 August 2014.   

Written by Marc Lennon 

Divers: Marc Lennon, Jayme Fraioli 

 
Depth: 33m Dive Time: 40 minutes  Visibility: 10+m 

 
Having been spoilt by the military precision 
and calm of KrnicaDive for nearly a week, 
Jayme and I headed in search of the Baron 
Gauche.  
 
The pick up jetty was at a campsite and not 
dissimilar to the chaos of day boats in the Red 
Sea. Aargh!  
 
The boat trip was about 1.5 hours steam I 
guess. We were however delayed as a storm 
came in and even produced a twister that 
touched down a couple of miles from our boat. 
Quite common for the area we later found out. 
 
The trip passed quickly entertained by a boat 
full of diving smokers and sheep preparing to 
follow a lone kamikaze instructor. We also had 
an eccentric Swiss specimen diving solo with 
a scooter and a stage bottle which appeared 
to have more corrosion than the wreck on 
which we where about to dive.  
 
Alas the sun was out and we were about to 
undertake our first dive as newly qualified Rec 
3 divers. 
 
Jayme and I whistled through our checks. You 
had to be there but the synchronised hose and 
flow checks were met with 10 open mouths of 
amazement and even an embarrassing and 
surreal round of applause. I don't remember 
that response only 5 days earlier when in a 
moment of madness I managed to put my wing 
on back to front!!! 
 
The wreck itself is quite magnificent, sitting 
perfectly upright with the majority of her deck 
and swim throughs at around 28-33mtrs. The 
seabed is at 40m. 
 
You could easily make it a great Tech 1 dive if 
you decided to drop below decks or visit the 
props and extend your bottom time.  
 

By the time we arrived at the bow, it was a little 
foggy due to other divers. Despite this we still 
had at least 10 metres viz, which improved as 
the dive, continued.  
 
The wreck is impressive. We made our way 
down the port side from bow to stern. Large 
rectangular windows cover almost the entire 
length of the ship, and as you peer through you 
can imagine the splendour of times gone by. 
The locals have installed large posters with 
photographic impressions of what the on-
looker might have seen. To both Jayme and I, 
they spoilt the atmosphere rather than en-
hancing it but it did confirm the scale of the 
vessel.  
 
As we reached the stern we hovered over the 
deck and entered inside before leisurely criss-
crossing our way back to the bow almost com-
pletely inside the wreck. This was quite lovely 
and very easy.  It was also most relaxing with-
out Rich analysing our every move.  
 
Equally, it was very evident our buoyancy and 
diving had improved a lot during the previous 
week. Dare I be so arrogant as to say Jayme 
and I were instinctively starting to dive as a 
team? 
 
As we approached the bow we had a couple 
of minutes left so circled above the wreck be-
fore we started our ascent. As we approached 
the shallows we opted to utilise the empty tra-
peze rather than fight with the other 20 divers 
clinging to the line. Current was quite noticea-
ble but still a breeze compared to a UK spring 
tide. 
 
Would I go back? Definitely!  
 
We didn't do the wreck justice with one dive. 
You really need a few visits to get the most 
from the wreck. Penetration to the lower decks 
and engine rooms is supposed to be straight-
forward and ideal for those who are overhead 
or cave trained. Maybe something for next 
time but without the crowds!! 
 
  

http://www.gue-uk.com/
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France caves 

Christine Grosart  
 
 
06/09/2014 
Dive site – Event de Perdreau Fourmi (cave), Herault, 
France 
 
Divers: Christine Grosart, Richard Walker 
Depth 25m (max); Water temp 13°C; Dive time 52 
mins; Min viz 0m; Max viz 15m.  
 
Rigged the 15m pitch and carried equipment 
into the cave the night before. Dived sump 1 
and filmed Rich in stunning visibility. Portered 
gear through the airbell with the help of the 
electron mobile ladder. A little CO2 was no-
ticed in the airbell.  
 
Kitted up in sump 2 and filmed progress to the 
2011/12 junction and took stills of Rich in the 
new passage on the way. 
 
With plenty of gas in hand, swam to investigate 
one last lead which was a hole in some boul-
ders which continues straight ahead 
where the 2012 line descends to the 
right. Rich signalled that it was ‘go-
ing’ so I filmed the progress as Rich 
began laying line through the boul-
ders and broke into a new passage, 
a couple of metres wide and just 
over a metre high. The water was 
blue and clear and the passage was 
intricate and sculptured with sharp 
edges everywhere. Until our bub-
bles hit the roof.  
 
All manner of mud, silt and bits of 
rock rained down and I stopped 
filming roughly at the point where 
Rich got to 25m depth and met 
our 2012 line.  
 
Dived home and I had some diffi-
culty re-descending back into 
sump 1 due to diving too soon af-
ter a cold and chest infection. 
The result was an extremely 
painful reverse blocked sinus 
and quite a bit of blood in my 
mask. Not advised. All gear was 
brought out of the cave and we 
were in the pub drinking beer by 
7pm! Many thanks to the CLPA 
caving club and Jean Tarrit for 
their unwavering support. 
 
  

http://www.gue-uk.com/
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10/09/2014 
Dive site – Exurgence de Gourneyras, Herault, 
France 
 
Divers: Christine Grosart, Richard Walker 
Depth 50m (max); Water temp 13°C; Dive time 90 
mins; Min viz 20m; Max viz 20m. 
 
Extremely hot and heavy carry as we had 
brought the wrong sort of gear for making 
use of the in situ cable car. The resurgence 
pool looked stunning! Probably dived too 
soon after a chest infection once again, but 
managed to take some photos on the as-
cent after a swim along the 50m section in 
the huge phreatic tunnel. The carry back 
to the van was very hard work and once 
we found food, we ordered 3 pizzas be-
tween two of us! 

 
  

http://www.gue-uk.com/


 

www.gue-uk.com   19 
 

W
E

T
N

O
T

E
S

   
F

eb
ru

ar
y 

 2
01

5 
 

12/09/2014 
Dive site –Source du Sorgues, Aveyron, France 
 
Divers: Christine Grosart, Richard Walker 
Depth 31m (max); Water temp 10°C; Dive time 55 
mins; Min viz 15m; Max viz 15m. 
 
I had been itching to get some photos in this 
stunning cave. Using a tripod and light motion 
gaffer taped to it, we created some back lit 
shots in the prettier parts of the cave. Ran 
away at the end of the photo shoot to try and 
avoid decompression…. 
 
 

 
 
 
13/09/2014 
Dive site – Event de Garrel (Siphon des Pas Perdus), 
Herault, France 
 
Divers: Christine Grosart, Richard Walker 
Depth 10m (max); Water temp 13°C; Dive time 28 
mins; Min viz 0m; Max viz 10m. 
 
The object of the dive was to re-visit the exten-
sion of the Siphon de pas Perdus at the end of 
the system, which CSG and Tim Webber had 
found in 2012. A survey of the whole sump was 
still required as was an investigation of the 
‘end’. 
 

The divers were met at 8am by seven 
young, fit and keen cavers from the 
CLPA – who were lacking in a little ex-
perience and had certainly never been 
caving with diving cylinders before! 
Their glorious leader Jean Tarrit was 
so excited that he left all his caving kit 
at home and had to catch us up later. 
 
Four hours of not-very-easy caving 
later the divers set off into the sump. 
CSG went ahead with the line reel while 
RDW dived behind surveying. CSG was 

pleased to find her old line in-
tact and began searching us-
ing a shot gun method into 
every nook and cranny. A 
nasty overhanging boulder 
choke was noted directly 
above the final tie off and 
bubbles seemed to be head-
ing up between boulders. No 
way through could be found 
and the diver retreated and 
met RDW to give him the 
bad news. CSG had gained 
some rough film footage of 
the sump to satisfy the 
CLPA who were pleased to 
have survey data, a pas-
sage direction and some 
video to cheer them up. To-
tal trip time 11 hours. 

 
  

http://www.gue-uk.com/


 

www.gue-uk.com   20 
 

W
E

T
N

O
T

E
S

   
F

eb
ru

ar
y 

 2
01

5 
 

GUE T1 Weekend, Plymouth 

August 2014. 

Ian Mcdean 
 
Why do we do it? Pack thousands of 
pounds of dive gear, then drive 3 or 
more hours on a Friday night after a 
tough week at work, having watched 
the weather all week. Why do we then 
load the thousands of pounds of gear 
into a little dingy that we like to call a 
dive boat, just to jump into cold water, 
descend down into the green gloom 
and… Well, either we explore the past 
laid out on the sea bed, pushing fish out 
of the way so that we can see the wreck 
and surface to tell the tales from be-
neath the waves. Or we swim around in 
a mud bath not able to see much fur-
ther than our noses. 
 
Unfortunately this weekend was the 
later... 
 
We had planned to dive HMS Foyle, 
which was an E type River-class tor-
pedo boat destroyer built in 1903 and 
sunk in 1917 after hitting a mine. For 
us, almost 100 years later, there is very 
little left of her. The winter storms have 
all but erased what little there was left. 
Four teams entered the water and only 
one found anything to look at. 
 
Although, on a brighter note there were 
some nice big scallops had we been 
looking for them! All the teams made 
normal ascents and got back on the 
boat to be greeted by the glum faces of 
the other teams, apart from Badger 
(aka James Sanderson) and Marcus 
Rose who took their scooters for a 
nice... swim, but at least they found 
something! On the way back in it was 
decided that we should book flights to 
Malta and do that instead next year (or 
Mexico if I had my way). 
 
We started to look at options for the 
Sunday though, and considering the viz 
that we had on the dive and the 
weather forecast being marginal at  

 
 

best, we decided to fill with 32% and 
see what the morning held. Thoughts 
then turned to the other reason we do 
it… the Saturday night, and considering 
that we were unlikely to be diving the 
next day this one was heavier than nor-
mal!  
 
In the morning the expected had hap-
pened, and after a confab and opinion 
from the skipper that it would be taking 
the mickey to force us to go out, we 
cancelled it and loaded the cars. Alt-
hough an intrepid trio of Badger, Mar-
cus and Gareth Lock decided to go for 
a shore dive off Devils Point as the rest 
of us headed home. 
 
Thanks to Dave 
Pickford for all 
the organising 
and for the dive 
and everyone 
else for the 
company - next 
time it will be 
20m viz, an up-
right intact 
wreck, with the 
bell hanging 
ready to be re-
covered! 
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Swanage 

Christine Grosart  
 
03/08/2014 
Dive Site – Carentan Wreck, Swanage  
 
Divers: Christine Grosart, Jayme Fraioli 
Depth 29m; Water temp 19°C; Dive time 43 mins; 
Min viz 3m; Max viz 3m. 
 
A very pleasant dive, if a little dark. Crabs, fish 
and a few blennies. Pretty wreck and man-
aged to identify the sonar which was used for 
hunting submarines. Still love this wreck and 
always choose it over the Kyarra next door if 
I can. 
 
 
 
03/08/2014 
Dive site – Betsy Anna wreck, Swanage 
 
Divers: Christine Grosart, Jayme Fraioli, Dave 
Pickford 
Depth 24m; Water temp 20°C; Dive time 48 mins; 
Min viz 4m; Max viz 4m. 
 
Lovely dive with a little bit more light. Spent a 
few concerned minutes trying to wrestle the 
grapple from the most awkward spot in the 
wreck and sent the lift bag up. Dawdled around 
taking photos, finding velvet swimming crabs, 
edible crabs, lobsters, Pollock, a conger eel 
and some blennies. Great to be diving in warm 
water! 
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Swanage Pier 

Jayme Fraioli 
 
Maximum depth: 4.3m  Water temp: 19.7 °C  Time: 54 
minutes Vis: 4m 
 
Divers: Christine Grosart, Jayme Fraioli 
 
After 3 unsuccessful attempts on the Aeolian 
Sky, the Kyarra, and the Fleur, we decided to 
do a boat dive under Swanage Pier.  It was a 
very pleasant and warm dive with lots of life 
and vis wasn’t too bad.  There were quite a few 
shrimp hiding under bits of the old pier.  Chris 
found some fishing line that she removed.  It’s 
a lot easier to do a boat dive under the pier in 
a twinset than clambering over some rocks on 
exiting. 
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2000 Years under the sea 
John Kendall 
 
I spend a lot of my life travelling 
around and diving in some pretty 
awesome places. However, this 
summer I had the opportunity to do 
something that was even cooler 
than usual. When I learnt to dive, it 
was because I wanted to explore 
what was under the surface. I grew 
up reading books that created 
dreams in my young mind, and 
drove me to want to follow them. I 
read of amazing ancient civilisa-
tions that had been lost below the 
waves, of sea creatures beyond be-
lief and of adventuring explorers go-
ing out and finding these things and 
showing them to the world. As a 
young boy, that was what I wanted to 
do. So I went and learnt to dive, and 
somehow mask clearing in Plymouth 
at Easter in a badly fitting wetsuit 
didn’t put me off. However, over the 
next 20 years those dreams of an-
cient civilisations never really went away, they 
just got muted by the realities of real life diving. 
Earlier this year I got an email from Jarrod Ja-
blonski, offering me a space on the GUE/Pro-
ject Baseline Global Expedition. Obviously I 
jumped at the chance, and over the course of 
a number of emails I found out that the other 
divers on the boat whilst I would be there were 
going to be: Jarrod, Richard Lundgren, Inge-
mar Lundgren, Mario Arena and Gideon Liew. 
This made the prospect even more exciting, as 
I had no idea what we would be diving, but I 
knew that with that group on board it was going 
to be exciting, interesting, and I was going to 
learn stuff. 
 
Jump forward to September, and after a day 
fighting with Alitalia (Yes, Please, I would like 
me and my luggage to both be in the same 
place, and no, I can’t come back tomorrow) I 
found myself on the island of Lipari, just off the 
north eastern coast of Sicily, waiting at the 
dock for the Rhib to take me to Pacific Pro-
vider. Pacific Provider is the dive support ves-
sel we would be using for the project. This was 
kitted out in the US earlier in the year and has 
spent most of the summer supporting Project 
Baseline projects across the Mediterranean 
Sea. Previously a luxury fishing and boating 
club, this 55m boat had been somewhat 
adapted for our needs. Not least by the fitting 
of a recompression chamber on the deck, a full 
gas mixing station and a massive compressor, 
but also with two submarines. This was to be 

our home for the week, and 
while 55m might seem quite big, especially 
considering that we only had 6 divers, it was 
actually full. This is due to the number of peo-
ple needed to make this kind of project work, 
and the fact that we also had a film crew on 
board. 
 
After arriving, I sorted my gear (which mostly 
consisted of going around the store room try-
ing to find all the parts to assemble the RB80 
that I would be diving, and then trying to find 
an RB80 rack that actually had all of the nec-
essary parts) and got myself ready to dive.  
The sites we were going to dive were all 
around the islands of Panarea and Capistello. 
Capistello has been fairly well documented 
shallower than around 50m since the 1960s, 
and there is a well dived wreck site. In 2009/10 
a group called the Aurora Trust were asked by 
the Soprintendente del Mare (Superintendent 
of the Sea) to come and investigate the seas 
around the island. While they were there they 
also had a look at the other small islands in the 
same region. They ran side scan and ROVs 
around the islands, looking for possible wreck 
sites for future investigations. Around Panarea 
they found several sites, and the one we went 
to look at was known as Panarea III.  
 
The site at Panarea III is made up of a large 
pile of Amphora and other pots, and a big rock. 
That was pretty much all the info we had to go 
on. Oh and the depth, it was at a nice flat 
109m. Our first dive on the site had two aims; 
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the first 
was for the dive team to get 
orientated to the site and to have a proper look 
at what is there, and the second was to video 
everything. To this end we had 2 x Canon 5d 
MkIII DSLRs in housings, and 2 deep water 
Gopro rigs. Oh, and a submarine  One of the 
major advantages of the submarine is that we 

could actually take the archaeologists to 
the site, so they could see for them-
selves what was there. This was to 
prove very useful as they could under-
stand the challenges faced by the di-
vers. During this dive we found part of 
the lead anchor for the vessel lying on 
top of the big rock (technical term for 
um, well, a big rock) as well as noticing 
a number of interesting looking pots 
and bowls. After seeing the video of 
the site, and from their own dives in the 
sub, we were tasked by the archaeol-
ogists to try and recover a few items. 
Or what we actually got told was “Try 
and get one of every kind of amphora, 
oh and anything else that you see 
that looks interesting”. This lead to 

quite a long discussion about how to 
move 2000 year old amphora around 
safely, how to manage a controlled lift of 
a number of these to the surface, and 
then how to get them back on the boat. 
In the end we used a 2m x 2m cargo 
net, which we pre rigged with shackles 
in order that we could manage it on the 
bottom, and that the surface teams 
could then use the Pacific Provider’s 
crane to lift the net onto the deck, all 
hopefully without damaging any of the 
artefacts. My top tip if you ever get 
asked to do anything like this is to make 
sure you have a Mario with you under-
water. He was extremely efficient at 
identifying, extracting and delivering the 
amphora to us at the cargo net. Too ef-
ficient in some ways, as by the time we 

had the net unfolded and ready, there 
were 3 amphora ready to go in it and 
number 4 on it’s way. In the end we 
lifted 6 amphora and a number of pots 
and bowls. Including what looked like 
a large flat bowl with the bottom miss-
ing. Lifting this from 110m was always 
going to be a worrying time, so we de-
cided to run a secondary line to the 
wreck, to which we would attach the 
cargo net. We would then fit a lift bag di-
rectly to the net, another one 10m or so 
shallower and then another one 30m 
shallower. As part of the lift team, it was 
my job to put all of this together. Amaz-
ingly it worked exactly as planned. We 
filled the first lift bag, ascended to the 2nd 
one and filled that, and then came up to 
start our deco at around 85m. At this point 
we could fit the last lift bag, and we were 

able to control the lift all the way up until we 
were at 50m when the support divers took over 
and took the bounty to the surface.  
 
 

The alter in it's original position on the wreck. Photo 
GUE. 
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While Gideon and I were busy with putting the 
cargo net together, Mario having finished his 
task of herding up the amphora went for a little 
look around the wreck, and upon surfacing he 
told us that we needed to go and look at a spe-
cific thing he’d found. We had a look on the 
videos and he pointed it out to us. This lead us 
to another plan, this time to go and recover this 
item. Same plan again we decided, well it 
seemed to work so well the first time. 
 
What we hadn’t planned on was a very effi-
cient support crew, who had already stripped 

and stored all the bits we had used for the lift. 
Ok, no issue, we’ll just find it all again. Easy. 
So the last day of the project, and this time we 
had no submarine (they were busy on another 
site) and no mother ship (has to stay with the 
sub) we borrowed another Rhib to compliment 
our one diving Rhib (to make room for the film 
crew) and headed off to Panarea. We de-
ployed the lifting line down our shot, and 
dropped the first team (JK, Gideon and Inge-
mar). Our task was to get the lifting kit ready, 
start digging out the artefact, and to take pho-
tos of it in situ. Team Two (Jarrod, Richard and 
Mario) would follow 30 mins later to continue 
digging and to actually do the lift. A nice solid 
plan, nice and simple. What could possibly go 
wrong? 
 
Well, as it turns out, a few things. The first of 
which was that the recovery line was about 6m 
too short. This caused us some fairly major 
problems as we had to remove all the kit from 
the recovery line and swim it to the site. Having 
given up and jettisoned the recovery line, we 
sorted the net, and then started digging. Dig-
ging in the sea bed tends to cause a reduction 
in vis. So I found myself in 110m of water in 
zero vis, and making it worse intentionally. 
Awesome fun  
 
At 25mins of bottom time Team One gave up 
with the digging and left. We passed Team 
Two at 85m and I passed over a note. They 
then dropped to the site, swore a bit at the lack 
of recovery line, and got to digging. It turns out 
that a Suex XK1 DPV can clear a lot of mud 
from a site. 
 
They got the artefact clear, and into the cargo 
net. At this point they started working with the 
lift bags, due to the lack of recovery line they 
had to do a direct lift, but didn’t want to just 
send it up uncontrolled from 110m so they 
used our shot line as a control, and swam the 
net up with them. This worked well (and is all 
captured on full HD video) until around 30m. 
Team One at this point were at 21m on deco, 
and Team Two was well into their deeper deco 
at the point that the shotline snapped. Pants. 
At this point the decision was made to simply 
allow the net to make it’s own way to the sur-
face (mostly as controlling a large bag hanging 
under a lift bag, with no reference for the best 
part of 3 hours of deco would be tricky). Up 
went the bag, and we all crossed our fingers. 
Down came the support divers, followed by 
some tri lingual signals (English, Swedish, Ital-
ian). Eventually we established that Yes, the 
bag had got to the surface (Whooooo!!!!!) and 
No none of us were having any issues. Several 
hours later we surfaced, and made our way 
back to the mother ship.  
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A few radio calls were made, and everything 
was arranged for us (the divers), the film crew 
and the boat with the artefact to all be back at 
Pacific Provider at the same time. We could 
then actually see what we had found. Turns 
out that it was a sacrificial alter. The sailors 
would have burnt incense, or small food offer-
ings to appease the gods. “Is this something 
you see lots of?” was asked of the archaeolo-
gists. “No, we’ve never seen one on a wreck 
site before”. “Wow”. 
 
So there we go, we’re the first people to have 
seen this since the fateful night it sank (I as-
sume it was night, and if I’m wrong no one can 
prove it) over 2000 years ago. 
 
Over the coming months the archaeologists 
will be studying the alter, as well as the pots, 
bowls and amphora we lifted for them, and 
hopefully will be able to put together a story for 
how this ship ended up there, where it was 
coming from and where it was going. We are 
also hoping to be able to get back and do more 
on the site, to see what other clues to an an-
cient civilisation we can find. 

 
 

 
 
The project could not have happened if it were 
not for a number of people, but it’s most im-
portant for me to mention Robert Carmichael 
and Brownies Global Logistics. They were the  
 
 
major funding for the project, and it would 
never have happened without them. 
 
For more information please visit www.project-
baseline.org and www.gue.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

The Team with some of the  
recovered artefacts. Photo GUE. 
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News 
 
Project Tiger, July 2014 
Rich Walker 
 
Project Tiger has now been running for over 4 years, and in that time, we’ve produced some fantastic 
survey images, still photographs and video footage of two Landing Ships (Tank), or LST’s that were 
sunk in April 1944 as part of the preparations for the D-Day landings. Over 700 men lost their lives 
that night, and our project has been to document and publish the condition of these wrecks today. 
 
We returned in July to improve our survey. Previously, our work had been based on observation and 
sketching, without any quantitative measures of sizes or distances of the remains of the LSTs. We 
have recently recruited Mike Postons at 3Deep Media who has produced some amazing images of 
these wrecks, but they lack true scale, and certain details did not make sense.  
 
We decided to make our survey more detailed and accurate so that the 3D images would be more 
reflective of what was there on the seabed.   
 
We had previously spoken to Stewart Waring, a marine archaeologist who had taken us through a 
piece of software called Site Surveyor which is used to produce accurate maps of seabed features 
like our wrecks. This software requires fixed points to be identified and then the position and depth 
of features on the wreck to be measured relative to as many of the fixed points as possible. This 
allows some clever mathematics to be performed, and accurate maps produced.  
 
Our task in July was therefore to set up the fixed points and feature points. Team members brought 
along bags of cable ties, marking tags and tape measures and we set to work designing our survey 
area. We managed to get lots of fixed points into place, using the tags and barbeque skewers to fix 
them on the seabed, along with cable ties for the features on the wreck. On the day of measurement, 
however, slack was earlier than we expected, and the current was howling for the whole dive. Getting 
tape measures to give accurate results when the tape is billowing out along the channel in a long 
curve is not really optimal, and with bottom times limited to 20mins or so, our results did not do justice 
to the amount of hard work that the team divers put in.  
 
We will return, hopefully the markers will still be in place, and better data will be collected. We’re also 
planning a training day over winter to try to get some efficiency into the operation as well. Working 
this out in 50m of water for the first time is difficult and a bit of prior planning will work wonders! 
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Portland Harbour Wrecks Project Baseline Update 
Jayme Fraioli 
 
There were twenty divers who participated in the 25th-26th October weekend of the Portland Harbour 
Wrecks Project.  They were the first dives since we became an official Project Baseline Project. 
 
Since we had quite a few divers for the weekend, we were able to have 2 boats and concentrate on 
2 different wrecks.   The wrecks chosen for the weekend were the Countess of Erne and the Bom-
bardon Unit. In addition to mapping and surveying the wrecks, we also installed photo stations on 
the wrecks. We also were able to install the photo station on the Landing Craft due to its proximity 
to the Bombardon Unit.  The photo stations are a Saatchi disk attached to a fixed point on the wrecks. 
 
Due to the weather leading up to the weekend, none of us were expecting much in the way of visi-
bility, but we were pleasantly surprised with anything from 3-6m.  Because of this, we were able to 
get a large amount of mapping and surveying done. 
 
In addition to the diving, we had a group dinner preceded by a talk on Project Baseline given by 
Christine Grosart.  The talk and the dinner were well attended, and included people who were not 
involved in the weekend but were interested in what we are trying to accomplish. 
 
Now that we have the photo stations in place, if you find yourself on one of the Harbour Wrecks and 
have a camera handy, please take a few photos and email them over to data@projectbaseline.co.uk. 
If you happen to be diving on one of the wrecks and notice that the photo station is missing, please 
email the same email address to inform the Portland Harbour Wrecks PB team. 
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Wetnotes Contributions 
 
GUE Wetnotes UK would like to thank the following people for their contributions to this issue: 
Susannah Hart, Mark Hall, Jayme Fraioli, Clemens Chaskel, Christine Grosart, James Sanderson, Anke Otto, 
Rosemary Lunn, Jason Brown bardophotographic.com, Marc Lennon, Richard Walker, Ian McDean, John 
Kendall, Project Baseline, Apologies for anyone we have omitted. 
 
To contribute to Wetnotes, please contact Christine Grosart: 
christine_grosart@yahoo.co.uk 
 
We’ll be getting messages out there via our GUE UK Facebook page: 
http://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#!/groups/gueuk/ 
 
We are always looking for brief dive reports, photos, class reports, conservation articles, tips and 
hints and exploration articles.  
 
   
 
GUE UK Instructors 
 
 
Richard Walker  
Tel: +44 (0) 7968 966 749  
Classes: Rec1, Rec2, Rec3, Fundamen-
tals,  
DPV1, Tech1, Tech2, Documentation 
Diver  
Primers: GUE, Doubles, Drysuit  
Email rich@wreckandcave.co.uk  
 
John Kendall  
Tel: +44 (0) 7798 523110  
Classes: Rec1, Rec3, Fundamentals,  
DPV1, Tech1, Cave 1  
Primers: GUE, Doubles, Drysuit  
Email john@gue.com  
 
Gareth Burrows  
Tel: +44 (0) 7876 147019  
Classes: Rec1, Rec 3, Fundamentals  
Primers: GUE, Doubles, Drysuit  
Email garf@gue.com  
 
James Sanderson  
Tel: +44 (0) 7946680271  
Classes: Fundamentals  
Primers: GUE, Doubles, Drysuit  
Email james@gue.com  
 
Graham Blackmore 
Tel: +44 (0) 07588-757570 
Classes: Rec 1, Rec 2, Rec 3, 
Fundamentals, DPV1, Tech 1, Tech 2 
Primers: GUE, Doubles, Drysuit,  
Email: gb@gue.com 
 

 

  
And finally… 
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